
Causes of the Civil War intro 

Hypotheses of causes of Civil War 

Intro:  The Civil War was fought between the North and South of the United States from 1861-1865.    Over 

600,000 people were killed in the war.  There were multiple causes that led up to this huge conflict.   Below 

are some of the causes (not all).  Please do the following with each one:   

1.  Read the event carefully. 

2. Think about how it might potentially lead to a Civil War- write down 1-2 sentences for each one that 

explains why that might lead to a war. 

3. Rate on a scale of 1-5 (1 being low and 5 being high) how much of an impact the event might have 

had to cause a Civil War.   Example- if you rate an event as a 4, you are saying it would have a 

fairly strong impact to lead to war.  

Causes:  

1. Slavery of African Americans was occurring in the South.    1  2  3  4  5 

Why might this lead to a Civil War between the northern states and southern states? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2.   The North was focused on making money through industry (business) while the South was 

focused on making money through agriculture (growing crops) 

   1      2      3     4      5    

Why might this lead to a Civil War between the northern states and southern states? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.    The Missouri Compromise law allowed Missouri to become a slave state, Maine to be a 

free state, and banned slavery north of a certain point.      1      2      3    4      5    

 

Why might this lead to a Civil War between the northern states and southern states? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.   People known as Abolitionists spoke out against slavery in the North while the 

Underground Railroad system tried to get slaves to freedom.  1    2    3    4     5 

           Why might this event lead to a Civil War between the northern states and southern states? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                        (turn over)  



5.  Abraham Lincoln was elected President of the U.S. in 1860.     1   2   3   4   5 

 

Why might this event lead to a Civil War between the northern states and southern states? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

6.  The Kansas-Nebraska Act allowed the right of citizens in those territories to choose to have 

slavery if they wanted (popular sovereignty).           1     2   3   4    5 

 

Why might this event lead to a Civil War between the northern states and southern states? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  John Brown tried to give slaves their freedom by violent means in his raid at Harper’s 

Ferry, VA.     1   2    3   4    5 

 

Why might this event lead to a Civil War between the northern states and southern states? 

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8.  The book Uncle Tom’s Cabin was published in the early 1850’s.    1   2  3  4  5    

 

Why might this event lead to a Civil War between the northern states and southern states? 

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9.  The Compromise of 1850 led to a very tough Fugitive Slave Law where northerners were 

expected to help return runaway slaves to their owners.      1  2  3  4  5    

 

Why might this event lead to a Civil War between the northern states and southern states? 

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

**Final hypothesis:  Examine each of the above causes of the Civil War again.   Besides #1, which of the 

causes do you propose is the greatest cause of the Civil War?  Why?   (3-4 sentences below)  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


